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blaring
horns
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Culvert where 2 died had
been flagged as unsafe

BY ELIZABETH CAMPBELL

Liz@star-telegram.com
NORTH RICHLAND HILLS

Blaring train horns are keeping some up at night along the
new 27-mile TexRail route, but
in January, things will get quieter.
TexRail is scheduled to have
“quiet zones” in place on Jan. 5
when the trains start running
on the new route from downtown Fort Worth to Terminal B
at the Dallas/Fort Worth Airport.
Trinity Metro is testing the
TexRail trains now, and the
Federal Railroad Administration requires the train horns
to sound at every crossing and
in construction zones.
But the horn-blowing will
soon be limited.
Laura Hanna, a spokeswoman for Trinity Metro, said in
an email to the Star-Telegram
that there are 37 crossings, and
34 will have quiet zone designations, meaning train horns
won’t sound unless the conductor sees a person or vehicle on
or near the tracks.
The crossing at 23rd and
Decatur and two at DFW Airport won’t be quiet zones.
“Although the horns are a
temporary inconvenience, the
sound serves as an important
safety reminder that service
will soon begin,” Hanna said.
“In operation, the trains will
run quietly and will provide
trips for nearly 22 hours a day
at a maximum speed of 70
miles per hour.”
North Richland Hills has 10
crossings, and the quiet zones
will be a welcome relief for
residents living near them, said
Mary Peters, a spokeswoman
for the city.
“The increase in activity on
the rail line has been challenging for residents in close proximity to the crossings,” Peters
said. “We understand their
frustration, and we have
worked to expedite the Quiet
Zone process.”
Several commented on the
city’s Facebook page about how
the horns are keeping their
babies awake at night. Others
wrote that they are using white
noise apps on their phones to
drown out the horns.
Most of the testing is done
between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.,
but a few trains run later.
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Two crosses, one marked “Llaylanii” and the other marked “Jessica,” are adorned with stuffed animals and Christmas decorations at a
culvert along a service road to East Loop 820 South in Fort Worth where Jessica Romero, 18, and her 2-year-old daughter Llaylanii died.

City knew of problem before mother,
daughter drowned in September
Llaylanii.

BY KALEY JOHNSON

“Agua, Mommy, agua!” the girl

kjohnson@star-telegram.com

Jessica Romero called a relative as
her car filled with water and sank in
a culvert Sept. 8.
“The water is taking me,” she told
her aunt.
In the background, her aunt could

screamed.
Romero, 18, and her daughter
drowned when their car was swept
off an access road near the East Loop
820 South and into a culvert during a
downpour.

hear Romero’s 2-year-old daughter,
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Jessica Romero and her daughter, Llaylanni,
died when their car was swept off an East
Loop 820 South access road by high water
from heavy rains.

Last Christmas, six kids
‘woke up to nothing’
“They woke up to nothing,”
she cried. “They said they unSpecial to the Star-Telegram
derstood. But I also knew how
hurt they were feeling.”
Denice and her six kids still
Fear of seeing the same looks
are trying to recover from the
in their eyes sent Denice to the
loss of the children’s father a
Goodfellow Fund this year.
few years ago.
Four of the kids are eligible for
All of her kids — from 1 to 19 $50 JC Penney gift cards, with
years old — still live with her.
which their mom can buy
Maintaining their
home and 2:12:16
clothes and
1/4/2019
PMshoes.
giving them the basic necessiThis year’s $750,000 GoodBY TERRY EVANS
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BE A JOLLY GOODFELLOW
Since 1912, the Star-Telegram’s
Goodfellow Fund has provided
practical gifts for
schoolchildren. Join this
tradition by sending a
contribution to Goodfellows,
Box 1870, Fort Worth, TX 76101.
Or go online to
goodfellowfund.org and make a
secure credit card donation.
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