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A moving
experience:
Passengers jump
on board new
TEXRail line
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Since its birth in the early 1800s, the Iron Horse
has long inspired songs, movies, books and tall tales,
Grapevine Mayor William D. Tate noted recently.
This month, a futuristic incarnation of the train is
being rolled out in the form of TEXRail passenger
service from Fort Worth to DFW and points between.
And in just its first few weeks, this commuter rail
appears to be inspiring all over again.
On its first weekend alone following its Jan. 10
launch, more than 11,000 curious travelers of all
ages packed TEXRail’s European-designed coaches
to experience — for free until the end of January —
what has been imagined, drawn, built, tested and
talked about for years.
It was conceived largely as a cheap and easy passageway to DFW Airport, from which you can go
about anywhere in the world — and from where conference-goers and other visitors would like an effortless ride into Fort Worth. But commuters, tourists
and residents alike are already finding TEXRail a
convenient conduit to regional work, shopping, dining and entertainment.
On one of the train’s trips last Sunday, a group of
Japanese tourists exited at Fort Worth’s North Side
Station in search of the Historic Stockyards. Among
those jumping on the train, some planned a trial run
to DFW and then lunch on the way back. Others
went straight to Grapevine’s Main Street Station or
one of the two stops in North Richland Hills.
It was often standing room only.
TEXRail passenger traffic on Grapevine’s Main
Street, with its restaurants and stores, has been
steady since TEXRail started running, one restaurant
owner said, adding that he likely will add hours and
even an extra day to his operation.
“We’ve heard a little of that,” Grapevine Chamber
of Commerce CEO RaDonna Hessel says.
Grapevine’s Mayor Tate, the city council and
others were among the first to hop on board with Fort
Worth for the planned rail line. Aside from contributing sales tax revenue to the multi-government
project, Grapevine also has earmarked a portion of
sales tax funds for shuttle service from the TEXRail
station to points of interest in the area.
But like the train itself, the benefits will go both
ways, Hessel said, noting that plenty of people will
ride to Fort Worth to work and play. This is what
happens when people are connected by easy, affordable mass transportation: advantages all around.
Even after the free rides end this month, fares will
be but $2.50 per trip. A $5 round trip will, for many,
replace airport parking charges or the cost of other
ground transportation, as well as the stress of driving.
Several travelers last Sunday were excited about the
prospects of vacations beginning and ending with a
walk to one of the three Fort Worth stops.
Local travel and tourism officials also are buoyant
at TEXRail’s potential, as one more modern convenience, to help attract conventions.
In fact, says Fort Worth Mayor Betsy Price, not
having TEXRail the past four years while Dallas’
DART has served DFW has hurt Fort Worth. “It was
making a difference on our tourism and conventions,” she says. “We just knew it had to be done.”
It may not inspire songs. But TEXRail is already
moving people.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
KNIGHTS QUESTION IS
NO LITMUS TEST
Cynthia Allen’s Jan. 11
column, “Pattern of religious bigotry is defining
our politics,” was a blatant
and clumsy attempt to
paint the Democratic
Party as harboring virulent
anti-Catholic prejudice
simply because two senators asked a judicial
nominee about his membership in the Knights of
Columbus. (9A)
All judicial nominees
face scrutiny over any
influences — religious and
otherwise — that might
color their decision-making process. It is fair game
for senators to ask these
sorts of questions.
From the local school
board up to and including
the U.S. Supreme Court,
our political institutions
could be fairly described
as “chock full o’ Catholics,” and the majority of
them are Democrats.
There is virulent “antiPapist” prejudice, but it is
almost exclusively from a
small number of kooks on
the far right who are
gnashing their teeth and
howling in the wilderness

of political impotence.
The same goes for the
more widespread antiMuslim and anti-Jewish
prejudices.

– Paul R. Schattman,
Arlington

THE SHAFI EPISODE IS
OVER FOREVER
My old friend Bud Kennedy and the Star-Telegram did a decent job on
the Jan. 10 Tarrant County
Republican executive
meeting. The editorial
board was also right in
that the vote to unite was
resounding, but the mission must go on. (Jan. 13,
6B, “The party faithful:
Tarrant GOP saves Shafi,
itself”)
Exactly. The Tarrant
County GOP had an election, and we abide by the
outcome. The Socialist
Party could learn from
that.
Having been at this
meeting and the previous
one, which also captured
national media attention, I
can pass along two facts:
The GOP in Tarrant
County is sound and will
move forward.
Here in Haltom City, I
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know of five precincts that
will work harder for our
city and our nation to
resist further takeover by
the left in the socialist
movement.
Now for good American
Democrats, of which I was
one but no more because
the party leadership is
now of socialist mentality,
let’s move on.

– Jack O. Lewis,
Haltom City

DEMOCRATS SHOULD
SHOULDER THE LOAD
I am appalled by Democrats who say we do not
need a wall on the southern border of the United
States, yet many of them
have walls around their
homes.
It is terrible for federal
employees who are required to work not to be
paid during the partial
federal government shutdown. It’s a violation of
employment laws for
workers not to be paid by
private companies, so why
is it not a violation for the
federal government not to
pay its workers?
I suggest that Democrats be required to host at

least one house guest
apiece selected from people caught by Immigration
and Customs Enforcement while breaking our
immigration laws and be
responsible for their care
and financial responsibility for any crime they
commit.

– Wylena Raymond,
Arlington

DON’T ARGUE WITH
THE UNREASONABLE
Democrats in Congress
cannot — and should not
— give in to President
Donald Trump’s demand
for wall money to end the
partial federal government
shutdown for the same
reason we don’t negotiate
with terrorists and parents
shouldn’t give in to toddler temper tantrums: It
would just encourage
Trump to do the same
thing the next time he
doesn’t get his way.
The history of World
War II should have taught
us that appeasement
doesn’t work.

– Don Davidson,
Bedford

