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No one had a better Christmas than Paul Ballard and
Bob Baulsir. They got a shiny new train set.
Not a toy one, either.
Ballard and Baulsir, the heads of the Trinity Metro

transit agency, this week are rolling out the highly an-
ticipated new TEXRail train from downtown Fort
Worth to DFW Airport. The rollout begins with a spe-
cial VIP trip for area leaders Monday, followed by the
start of public service on Saturday, Jan. 5.
Ballard, Trinity’s outgoing president and CEO, and

Baulsir, the incoming one and current senior vice presi-
dent, believe TEXRail will do nothing less than usher in
a new day in Texas transportation .
If all goes well, it may be the game-changer they

predict.
It’s the first rail service from Tarrant County to what

is one of the busiest airports in the world. It will take
much of the stress out of going there — and most of the
cost: After providing service totally free of charge for
the rest of January, TEXRail fares will then be but $2.50
each way.
It’s not just for flyers. Commuters, diners and tourists

at one stop in Grapevine and two in North Richland
Hills will have a new way to get to downtown Fort
Worth and back — and there are some 62,000 jobs at
DFW to get to, as well. One car will be designated as a
quiet car — no yakking on the phone — for those com-
muters immersed in reading and work.
TEXRail trains are also reputedly state-of-the-art.

The train cars are “articulated” to afford riders effort-
less passage among them. Stadler Rail of Bussnang,
Switzerland, is said to have made the trains, and many
others like them in Europe, to feel like streetcars with
smooth rides, but with level-entry requiring no steps.
Trinity Metro did choose to trade out the ski racks for

bike racks, which is probably the best choice for this
climate.
Baulsir predicts TEXRail will become the new model

for rail in Texas and beyond — as evidenced by the fact
that transportation officials from across the country
have already been here to see it for themselves.
“They’re just completely impressed,” Baulsir says. “I

really think this is what everybody else in Texas is going
to want to do.”
Initially trains will board at their two terminals — Fort

Worth’s T&P Station and DFW’s Terminal B — every
hour. Eventually, weekday rush hour departures will be
30 minutes apart. The ride from Fort Worth’s ITC Sta-
tion to DFW will take about 48 minutes.
TEXRail, four years in the making, cost $1.034 bil-

lion, $500 million of which is federal funding. The
service will feature five trains to start, and ultimately a
total of eight of the trains, which are assembled in Utah
out of 72 percent domestic content.
If Trinity Metro officials are right about how meta-

morphic TEXRail will be — and we sincerely hope they
are — then this will be as much about transformation as
transportation.
Since most crossings on the line will be federally

designated quiet zones, TEXRail won’t have to blow its
horn much.
From all signs, it won’t have to. Passengers may do

that plenty.
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ABOUT THIS
$5 BILLION PRICE TAG
Whether you are for the

border wall or not, its cost
is a non-issue. The gov-
ernment is shut down over
the president’s demand
for $5 billion. Consider
that the government is
paying close to $1 billion
per day on interest on the
federal debt.
This $5 billion is a drop

in the bucket as far as the
federal budget goes.
So when you hear Con-

gress fighting over a few
billion dollars, realize it’s
a political argument, not a
fiscal one.

– Carter Mahanay,
Burleson

LEADERSHIP? NO, JUST
FOLLOWING ALONG
In his Dec. 26 column,

“We succeeded in Syria.
Now it’s time to leave”
(13A) Ret. Lt. Gen. Keith
Kellogg claims President
Donald Trump’s lead-
ership defeated ISIS in
Syria.
Aside from the fact that

ISIS is greatly weakened
but not 100 percent de-
feated (and probably nev-
er will be), the Trump
administration’s policy in

Syria has been (until last
week) to continue what
was working well already
— namely, continuing the
Obama administration’s
policies.
Now, it was stupid of

President Barack Obama
to declare lines in the sand
that he wouldn’t enforce.
But the basic structure,
tactics and strategy of the
coalition in Syria have
been in place since long
before the election of
2016.
Methinks the general is

just using flattery to try
and move up in the Trump
administration. He’d bet-
ter move quickly, because
they will all be moving out
in January 2020.

– Eugene Chandler,
Arlington

IT’S TIME TO END
WHAT SEEMS ENDLESS
I’m going to praise Pres-

ident Donald Trump for a
second. He’s right: We’ve
been fighting other coun-
tries’ wars for too long.
It’s time they stepped up
for themselves.
Notably, Trump’s action

goes against the advice of
his generals, who said,
“Mr. President, we just

need a little more time.”
Enough.
We’ve been at war in

the Middle East and Af-
ghanistan for more than 17
years. Most high school
kids have never known an
America at peace. Think
about that for a second.
How much more time

do we need? We fight one,
then the next, then the
next, and so on.
You know the saying,

“When you’re a hammer,
every problem looks like a
nail.” Sadly, we are mak-
ing more enemies, not
fewer, by engaging in
perpetual wars. And we
are draining our treasury
while doing it.
Yes, I am liberal, but I

do not wish for the presi-
dent’s failure. His failure
is our nation’s failure.
Pray for peace.

– Michael
Evangelista-Ysasaga,

Fort Worth

A BASIC CONCEPT NOW
FORGOTTEN?
Some opponents of

Tarrant County Repub-
lican Party Vice Chairman
Shahid Shafi say they
don’t mind his being Mus-
lim — they just fear Mus-

lims want to spread Sharia
law to the rest of us.
We should all use this

opportunity to remember
that this country was the
first to try to separate
religion from state.
None of us wants to be

compelled to live by an-
other person’s religion.
We have had too many
cases of people trying to
put their religious symbols
on courthouse grounds or
in public parks. In the
McKinney Independent
School District, the super-
intendent insisted on
promoting his religion at a
mandatory meeting of
employees last year.
I suggest that all public

office holders and candi-
dates for office be asked if
they can uphold the Con-
stitution if their religion is
ever in conflict with it. It’s
obvious that many Repub-
licans couldn’t give an
honest “yes” to that ques-
tion.

– Tom Glenn,
Fort Worth

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

There are reportedly 48
members in the U.S.
House of Representatives’
reach-across-the-aisle
“Problem Solvers Cau-
cus.”
By my count, that

means there are 387 mem-
bers in the Problem Caus-
ers Caucus.
While the current partial

government shutdown is
the result of inaction in
the Senate, let there be no
doubt that Washington
dysfunction is a function
of both chambers of Con-
gress and both parties.
Things will only get more
snarled and snarling when
each party controls one
chamber in the coming
month.
Like two winless foot-

ball teams whose season
and self-esteem ride solely
on defeating each other,
our two major political
parties are hellbent on
beating one another at any
cost, even to the nation.
As they carry on their cage
match at the Capitol,

Rome is burning.
The border is left largely

unsecured. The federal
budget isn’t even written,
much less balanced. Our
ability to trade with allies
is in flux. Our ability to
repel enemies is in ques-
tion. Our massive, compli-
cated, life-or-death health
care system is in political,
judicial and financial lim-
bo. Our lawmakers can’t
decide how to keep the
nation safe — or, appar-
ently, whether to even try.
Mixed signals to mi-

grants — come here, you’ll
have sanctuary/don’t even
think of crossing the bor-
der, you can’t come in —
have encouraged desper-
ate, dangerous, ill-fated
migrant caravans, in
which children are dying,
to run up against the bor-
der. After decades of am-
bivalence, our leaders
can’t decide what to do
about the millions of ille-
gal immigrants already
here.
And, of course, Con-

gress has used our money
to put together a slush
fund to pay off alleged
victims of sexual harass-
ment. Nice touch! A

crowning achievement for
an underachieving bunch.
But this derelict in-

stitution’s worst sin by far
is its oblivious fiddling
while it spends wildly and
allows our voracious entit-
lement programs to canni-
balize themselves, as our
children’s financial fu-
tures go up in flames in an
uncontained blaze of debt.
With the national debt
already above $21 trillion,
Washington is spending
nearly $1 trillion more
each year than the consid-
erable sum it takes in.
And while we’re still

mired in our longest war
ever, in Afghanistan, our
annual deficit is about
what we’ve spent on the
war since its inception in
2001. And it’s not like
we’re saving democracy
on two sides of the globe.
Rather, Congress is si-
phoning from our chil-
dren’s future paychecks
largely to appease us now.
Not that it’s helping

Congress polish its image.
The body has long suf-
fered the acerbic cuts of a
restive public; Mark Twain
famously savaged the
institution as only he

could. But we may be
witnessing the worst legis-
lative assembly in Amer-
ican history. Its approval
rating in Gallup polls has
plummeted in recent
years: After regularly
surpassing 50 percent in
the early 2000s and top-
ping the 60s and 70s —
and even the 80th percen-
tile after members of both
parties joined hands to
sing “God Bless America”
on the Capitol steps
post-9-11 — Congress
struggles to get above 20
percent approval today.
The Problem Causers

Caucus is getting its way.
The bizarre thing is,

nearly half of voters ap-
prove of their own mem-

ber of Congress, and 90
percent or more of in-
cumbents get re-elected
thanks in large part to
name recognition and
ample war chests. But as
someone who’s met a lot
of congressional candi-
dates over the years, I can
tell you there’s another
reason they get re-elected
at sky-high rates: Almost
to a person, they’re in-
credibly impressive indi-
viduals.
As a group, whether due

to party parochialism or
the desperate desire to
stay in office by dispens-
ing bread and staging
circuses, they’re an epic
failure.
Would breaking out

again into bipartisan song
help? Probably not for
long. But it might be a
good start to a new spirit
of patriotic problem-solv-
ing. Term limits might
also warrant a look.
For now, leaders in

Washington — yes, in-
cluding President Trump
— should attend to the
nation’s pressing business
and quit trying to make
each other look horrible,
which is about all they’ve
accomplished. Where has
that gotten the nation,
except into a deeper na-
tional security/national
debt/health care hole?
This is still the most

powerful nation on Earth.
But with a looming debt
crisis of its own making,
so much of its basic work
undone that it has to peri-
odically close up shop, and
an approval rating lower
than some pests and
chronic diseases, how is it
this government has the
consent of the governed?
Washington, stop failing

the American people.

Michael Ryan:
817-390-7830

Are we witnessing the worst Congress in U.S. history?
LET THERE BE NO DOUBT THAT
WASHINGTON DYSFUNCTION IS A
FUNCTION OF BOTH CHAMBERS OF
CONGRESS AND BOTH PARTIES. THINGS
WILL ONLY GET MORE SNARLED AND
SNARLING WHEN EACH PARTY
CONTROLS ONE CHAMBER IN THE
COMING MONTH.
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