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NORTHEAST TARRANT  OCTOBER 1, 2015

Mixed-use development planned around
North Richland Hills Tex Rail station

NORTH RICHLAND HILLS —

BY GENE TRAINOR

Special to the Star-Telegram

A mixed-used development aimed at young professionals
and akin to the booming West Seventh Street corridor in Fort Worth is in the works for the
area near a planned rail station.

Sitting north of the recently completed North Tarrant Express project and running parallel
to the Cotton Belt rail line, Iron Horse Village will eventually include 469 high-end
apartments, though initially 257 apartments will be built in the first phase, said Robin
McCaffrey, an architect and planner who is coordinating the project for Dallas-based
developer Dan Smalley.

Called a “transit oriented development,” the estimated $70 million project will play off a
planned station for the TEX Rail commuter rail that will link downtown Fort Worth and
Dallas-Fort Worth Airport. The apartment complex will be a few hundred yards from the
rail station and within walking distance of shops and restaurants in North Richland Hills,
Tarrant County’s third largest city.

“I don’t actually have to own a car if I don’t want to,” McCaffrey said. “Only a few places
can offer that capability.”

THE DEVELOPMENT WILL SIT NORTH OF THE NORTH TARRANT EXPRESS.

Iron Horse Village will be part of a 100-acre development plan that will be divided into
sections, city planning manager Clayton Comstock said.

Comstock said once the multifamily developments are built, “retail will come naturally.”

http://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/community/northeast-tarrant/


Another section is mostly commercial and could feature office buildings up to 10 stories
high in an area fronting Loop 820/North Tarrant Express. That area now houses a Sam’s
Club, WalMart and other big-box retailers. City officials hope that the option to redevelop
that section into office towers will prevent businesses from just leaving empty big-box
buildings should they ever leave their present site.

257 apartments planned for first phase

The train station is expected to open in 2018 when the rail line begins service. Other
stations are planned for Fort Worth, Grapevine, Haltom City, Dallas/Fort Worth Airport
and the Smithfield neighborhood of North Richland Hills, according to the Fort Worth
Transportation Authority, which is overseeing TEX Rail.

The first floors of the buildings in Iron Horse Village will be marketed as business space,
but the developer may allow tenants to live there, depending on how quickly restaurants,
shops and bakeries move in, McCaffrey said. The buildings in that section will be limited to
four stories, Comstock said.

“Our style is not going to be some sort of retro image of the 1890s,” McCaffrey said. “It’s
going to be a more contemporary style structure for the younger, more hip market. I think
we can offer everything that they’re looking for.”

Construction is expected to begin in about seven to eight months. The first apartments
should be available in spring 2017. McCaffrey said he did not know what rents will be, but
they will be at least what is being charged in the HomeTown NRH planned development

IT’S GOING TO BE A MORE CONTEMPORARY STYLE
STRUCTURE FOR THE YOUNGER, MORE HIP MARKET.

Robin McCaffrey, an architect/planner

“



   

off Boulevard 26. Apartment owners there charge monthly rents anywhere between about
$900 for a 628-square-foot loft apartment to about $3,000 for a 2,400-square-foot, four-
bedroom apartment.

The final section, north of the transit area, will be single-family homes, town houses and
some businesses, Comstock said. He said he expects single-family homes to dominate in
that section of the development.
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Dogs have a few
lessons for people
on the right way
to vacation 1C

COWBOYS CHEERLEADERS

New season of
‘Making the Team’
premieres tonight
on CMT 2A

Sunny

94°/75° See 12A

Few things are bigger in Texas
than high school football, and
that includes the salaries of the
head coaches. The average head
coach’s salary at the Fort Worth
area’s biggest high schools was
$98,041 in 2015-16, more than
double the average wage of
$46,560 in Texas.

Thirty-four coaches made

more than $100,000, led by Bob
Wager of Arlington Martin and
Anthony Criss of Arlington Sam
Houston, who took in $113,553
each.

Wager has led the Warriors to
the playoffs every season since he
arrived in 2006. Criss was an
assistant athletic director in Ar-
lington before taking over the
Texans in 2001.

Southlake Carroll’s Hal Was-
son ($112,917) and Weather-
ford’s Weldon Nelms ($112,467)
were next on the list. Wasson
led the Dragons to the 2011 5A 

FORT WORTH AREA

High school football coaches’
average pay near $100,000 

Coaches at big schools made
more than twice the average
Texas worker’s pay in 2015-16.

BY BRIAN GOSSET

bgosset@star-telegram.com

STEVE NURENBERG

Arlington Martin’s Bob Wager got $113,553 for the 2015-16 school year.SEE COACHES’ PAY, 3A

Richland Hills on Wednesday
celebrated the beginning of a
commuter rail project they say
will change their communities.

“Where the rail goes, the
communities flourish,” Grape-
vine Mayor William D. Tate said
during a groundbreaking cere-
mony for the TEX Rail project

GRAPEVINE

Ceremoniously riding in a
train pulled by a 1953 vintage
diesel engine, leaders from Fort
Worth, Grapevine and North

outside his city’s historical Main
Street Depot. “Where it passes
them by, they wither and die.”

Wednesday marked the offi-
cial kickoff of the $1.034 billion
project, which is more than a
decade in the making. The com-
muter trains will begin running
in late 2018 with routes as fre-
quent as every 30 minutes dur-
ing peak workday periods and
about every hour during non-
peak periods.

The project isn’t fully funded,
but Fort Worth Transportation
Authority officials say they have
enough money and permission
from the federal government to
get started on construction. The
project includes nine train sta-
tions along a 27-mile route from
downtown Fort Worth to North
Richland Hills, Grapevine and
DFW Airport’s Terminal B.

BUSINESS

DINNER SOON A
SMARTPHONE
CALL AWAY 
A new UberEATS service

will be available begin-

ning next week in much

of Fort Worth, with man-

agers saying the goal is to

make requesting a meal as

easy as getting a lift from

the ride-booking service.

Gordon Dickson, 8A

IN DEPTH

STUDENTS GET
CREATIVE IN UT
GUN PROTEST 
Opponents of Texas’ cam-

pus carry law rang in the

start of the fall semester

at the University of Texas

at Austin on Wednesday

by wielding dildos and

promising to continue the

legal fight to overturn the

new state statute. 5A

Ceremony marks start of TEX Rail project 

BOB BOOTH Special to the Star-Telegram

Grapevine Mayor William D. Tate, center, and North Richland Hills Mayor Oscar Trevino, right, leave Wednesday’s ceremony with other dignitaries.

Commuter trains are planned to begin running in late 2018
along a 27-mile route from downtown Fort Worth to North
Richland Hills, Grapevine and DFW Airport’s Terminal B.

BY GORDON DICKSON

gdickson@star-telegram.com

SEE TEX RAIL LINE, 9A

AMATRICE, ITALY 

Rescue crews using bulldozers
and their bare hands raced to
dig out survivors from a strong
earthquake that reduced three

central Italian towns to rubble
Wednesday. The death toll
stood at 159, but the number of
dead and missing was uncertain
given the thousands of vacation-
ers in the area for summer’s
final days. 

Residents awakened before
dawn by the temblor emerged
from their crumbled homes to
find what they described as 

Italy earthquake kills at least
159, reduces towns to rubble 

MASSIMO PERCOSSI The Associated Press

Rescuers and residents walk amid the rubble in Amatrice, central Italy. 

Officials say that the number
of dead is expected to rise.

BY PAOLO SANTALUCIA,
FRANCES D'EMILIO
AND NICOLE WINFIELD

The Associated Press

SEE ITALIAN QUAKE, 14A

SPORTS

DARVISH SMACKS
HOME RUN AS
RANGERS WIN 
He struggled on the

mound, but Yu Darvish

hit the first homer of his

professional career

Wednesday night as

Texas beat Cincinnati

6-5. Jeff Wilson, 1B
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I don’t worry about maintenance.
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Summit Racing Equip-
ment, a leading seller of
performance auto parts and
accessories, plans to build a
big store and distribution
center in south Arlington
that will employ as many as
250 workers.

The facility, including a
32,000-square-foot super-
store, will be on 48 acres at
the southwest corner of
Interstate 20 and Texas
360. 

Summit says it “carries
parts and accessories for
racing and high perform-
ance vehicles, trucks and
SUVs, Jeep and off-road
vehicles, and vehicle resto-
ration. The company also
offers products for dirt
bikes and ATVs, tools and
shop equipment, body and
paint supplies, and OEM
replacement parts.”

Construction is slated to
begin this fall, with the
distribution center expect-
ed to start shipping orders
in the middle of 2017. The
store would open shortly

after.
According to an econom-

ic incentive package ap-
proved by the Arlington
City Council on Tuesday
night, Summit will invest
$82 million to build a
700,000-square-foot facil-
ity. Arlington would pro-
vide a 65 percent tax rebate
on business personal prop-
erty taxes for seven years,
and Summit agrees to
employ at least 200 work-
ers by Jan. 1, 2018, and 250
by Jan. 1, 2019.

The value of the tax
rebate over seven years was
estimated at $528,679.

Bruce Payne, Arlington’s
economic development
manager, said in a state-
ment: “The company’s
future retail store and
warehouse facility along
the Interstate 20 Corridor
will create numerous,
good-paying jobs for our
community and generate
significant sales tax reve-
nue each year as a prime
shopping destination for
automotive enthusiasts.”

In addition to its home
facility in Tallmadge, Ohio,
Summit has facilities in
Sparks, Nev., and McDo-
nough, Ga.

Staff writer Robert
Cadwallader contributed to
this report.

I-20 IN ARLINGTON

Big auto parts
store, shipping
center planned 

Summit Racing
Equipment plans to build
a distribution center and a
32,000-square-foot
superstore.

BY STEVE KASKOVICH

skaskovich@star-telegram.com

boarded the Grapevine
Vintage Railroad train for
a ride to North Richland
Hills and downtown Fort
Worth, where similar
groundbreaking ceremo-
nies were to be held. The
ceremonial ride was held
in the same corridor that

will be used for
TEX Rail,
although many
of the railroad
tracks and ties
will need to be
replaced be-
fore the mod-
ern rail cars

roll on them.
Rebuilding the corridor

and installing nine pas-
senger platforms is an
admittedly ambitious plan
but can be done, said Bob

Scott Mahaffey, the
transportation authority’s
chairman, promised an
audience of about 300
people in Grapevine that
TEX Rail will offer the
ultimate in modern com-
fort and convenience.

“It will be premier ser-
vice. It will not
be just transit,”
Mahaffey told
the crowd.
“There will be
USB ports. We
will have quiet
cars. That’s an
area you can
go in … and work and
sleep and do other
things.”

After the dignitaries’
remarks in Grapevine,
several dozen attendees

Baulsir, the transportation
authority’s vice president
of rail and procurement.
At first, residents will see
mostly prep work along
the rail lines, but stations
will be built in the coming
months, too.

Also, a maintenance
facility will be built in
north Fort Worth, not far
from a station in the city’s
Mercantile area. 

More than $400 million
for TEX Rail has already
been raised, mostly from
local sources including
sales taxes in Fort Worth
and Grapevine.

North Richland Hills
has committed to paying
the equivalent of a 3⁄8-cent
sales tax for two TEX Rail
stations beginning in 2022
and continuing through
2035. That works out to
about $2 million to $3
million a year, one official
said. However, that city

won’t dedicate a sales tax
to the rail project and
instead will look for a
special taxing arrange-
ment with developers
interested in building
around the stations, said
Clayton Comstock, the
city’s planning manager.

Self-propelled rail cars
made by Swiss-based
Stadler, which is opening a
factory in Salt Lake City,
have already been ordered
for TEX Rail and should
arrive by January 2018,
officials said.

Wednesday’s ceremony
in Grapevine was attended
by more than 100 stu-
dents from The Novus
Academy, a private school
in Grapevine.

Eighth-grader Chris
McMahon, 13, said he
looks forward to a future
with more transportation
options.

“Riding in cars can get
boring but riding in trains
is more enjoyable,” he
said. “If it’s going to be
from Fort Worth to here, I
could probably take it to
school.”

Fellow eighth-grader
Lucas Brothers acknowl-
edged that he doesn’t
share the enthusiasm for
trains with many of the
railroad buffs who attend-
ed Wednesday’s ceremo-
ny, but he sees the attrac-
tion of public transporta-
tion.

“I don’t really like them
very much, but it gets me
where I want to go, so I
guess it’s better than car
driving,” Brothers said.

Then he quipped, “It’s
better than Uber.”

Gordon Dickson:
817-390-7796, @gdickson
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TEX Rail commuter trains are expected to begin service in late 2018, connecting 
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TEX RAIL LINE

2018
The year TEX Rail
service is scheduled to
begin
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