
he first and only free makerspace in

the Mid-Cities area opened in

August at the North Richland Hills

Public Library and is already experiencing

tremendous success with more than 1,300

visits so far. 

The 4,800-square-foot collaborative

workspace, known as The Maker Spot,

provides training and equipment for the

community to pursue interests such as 3D

printing; sewing, embroidery, and long arm

quilting; audio / visual production;

woodworking; electronics; robotics and

more. 

The Maker Spot is offering a variety of

classes for children, teens and adults this fall

in each of these focus areas:

n 3D Printing: Learn how to design your
own 3D objects in TinkerCAD; a web

based 3D modeling software.

n Sewing, Embroidery, Long Arm

Quilting: Teens can learn the basics of

sewing with a project where they will

turn old t-shirts into pillows.

n Audio / Visual Production: Learn the
basics of photography, portrait

techniques and how to compose a great

photo.

n Woodworking: Learn how to safely
operate a scroll saw to create beautiful

wooden objects.

n Electronics: Learn what an Arduino is,
how to program it and what you can use

it for in an ultimate class for beginners.

n Robotics: Kids ages 10-18 can learn
how to program a robot made from

LEGO MindStorms kits.

Visit www.themakerspot.org/events to

view a complete training calendar and

register online. 

The Maker Spot is open from 3 p.m. to

9 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m.

to 5 p.m. on Saturday. Use of the space and

equipment is free to everyone with a North

Richland Hills Library Card, which are

available for free to all Texas residents. Time

limitations and age restrictions may apply

and training may be required. There may be

a small fee for some consumables.

The Maker Spot is made possible by a

grant from the Texas State Library and

Archives Commission and the Institute of

Museum and Library Services. To learn

more about The Maker Spot, visit the North

Richland Hills Public Library at 9015 Grand

Ave, go online to www.themakerspot.org or

call 817-427-6850.
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Three 3D printers are available for public use
at The Maker Spot.



ork is continuing on our new City Hall, as we

anticipate its opening in early 2016. Located off

of Boulevard 26 at 4301 City Point Drive, the

three story facility will bring together most city

departments into one convenient location. At over 180,000

square feet, it is large enough to accommodate the

Municipal Court, Police Department, Fire Administration,

and all non-field departments including Neighborhood

Services, Planning & Development, Parks Administration,

Finance, Human Resources, and many others. It also

includes a new home for our City Council and a

community meeting space. In front of the facility, there

will be a new outdoor public plaza for special events,

holiday celebrations and other community activities. 

The building is essentially divided into 3 sections with

construction activity progressing independently in each.

The first section, which is the furthest along, is fully

enclosed and air conditioned and has most painting, wall

covering, flooring, and ceilings complete. The second and

third sections are only slightly behind the first and have

had a tremendous amount of work completed over the past

month. 

The building contractors are expected to be done with

their work by the middle of November when the

installation of furniture, fixtures, computers, phones, etc.

will begin. There are over 250 workers on site each day,

working hard to make sure the project remains on

schedule.

The new building includes a tremendous amount of

technology to connect city departments both inside the

facility and to our overall community. To do this requires

130 miles of network cabling, 6 miles of coax cabling and

over 3 miles of fiber optic cabling. In addition, there are

more than 5,000 light fixtures, 33 miles of conduit and

almost 200 miles of electrical wiring. 

Watch for updates about the City Hall construction

project in future city newsletters and on the city’s website

at www.nrhtx.com/newcityhall. 

Make a Difference During Neighborhood Fix it Blitz
ake a difference in our community by being part

of the 2015 Neighborhood Initiative Fix It Blitz

on Saturday, October 24. This year’s Fix It Blitz

will take place on Make A Difference Day, the largest day

of community service when volunteers around the world

unite in a common mission to improve the lives of others.

It is a day to celebrate the power of people to make a

difference!  

Fix It Blitz volunteers will make a difference by

helping the elderly, disabled, single parents and veterans

who are struggling to complete needed minor exterior

property repairs and yard work. Projects may include

mowing, tree trimming, fence repair, debris removal, light

construction, painting, etc. There will be projects for all

skill levels.  

The Fix It Blitz is made possible thanks to the

generous support of numerous businesses and

organizations in our community. Titanium Level sponsors,

giving $1,000 or more include: 

n Covenant Life Church 

n Home Depot Foundation 

n Marvin Smith

n McDonalds

n Tyson Foods
A complete list of Neighborhood Initiative sponsors

can be found on our website. 

To sign up as a Fix It Blitz volunteer, make a donation

or see if you qualify for assistance, please visit

www.nrhtx.com/NIP, call 817-427-6651 or e-mail

dyork@nrhtx.com. 
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New City Hall on Target to Open in Early 2016

M

Volunteers from North Park Baptist Church and the World
Changers program completed several Neighborhood
Initiative Projects this summer, including replacing fencing
at two homes, tearing down a dilapidated shed, mowing and
clearing overgrown shrubs from several residences.  

W

The new facility, which was approved by voters in 2012, will
consolidate most city services in one convenient location. 
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Fall Clean Up is Oct. 17
n Saturday, October 17, 2015 NRH residents can get

rid of unwanted bulky items during the annual Fall

Community Cleanup. Items can be dropped off from

9 a.m. to noon at the Tarrant County College-Northeast

Campus, 828 Harwood Road (Parking lot E.1 by tennis courts).

Proof of residency (driver’s license or water bill) must be

presented. 

Residents may get rid of brush, furniture, stoves, washers,

dryers, dishwashers, containerized bricks, rocks or concrete and

other bulky items.  Tires and fire extinguishers will also be

accepted for proper disposal. Hazardous waste will not be

accepted. 

Goodwill Industries will be on site to collect donations.

Televisions, computers, printers, small electronics may also be

dropped off for recycling. 

Paper shredding will also be offered at this event. NRH

residents can bring up to five average-size file boxes of paper

to be securely shredded on-site and then recycled.  This service

will be available from 9 a.m. to noon or until the truck is full. 

For questions or more details, please contact Code

Compliance at 817-427-6663 during normal business hours. 

O

egistered voters will go to the polls on November 3,

2015 to cast their ballot for 7 proposed amendments

to the state’s constitution.  See below for language

as it will appear on the ballot.

Proposition 1 – SJR 1
“The constitutional amendment increasing the amount of the

residence homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation for

public school purposes from $15,000 to $25,000, providing

for a reduction of the limitation on the total amount of ad

valorem taxes that may be imposed for those purposes on the

homestead of an elderly or disabled person to reflect the

increased exemption amount, authorizing the legislature to

prohibit a political subdivision that has adopted an optional

residence homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation

from reducing the amount of or repealing the exemption, and

prohibiting the enactment of a law that imposes a transfer tax

on a transaction that conveys fee simple title to real

property.”

Proposition 2 – HJR 75
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to

provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or

part of the market value of the residence homestead of the

surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran

who died before the law authorizing a residence homestead

exemption for such a veteran took effect.”

Proposition 3 – SJR 52
“The constitutional amendment repealing the requirement

that state officers elected by voters statewide reside in the

state capital.”

Proposition 4 – HJR 73
“The constitutional amendment

authorizing the legislature to

permit professional sports team

charitable foundations to conduct

charitable raffles.”

Proposition 5 – SJR 17
“The constitutional amendment

to authorize counties with a

population of 7,500 or less to perform private road

construction and maintenance.” 

Proposition 6 – SJR 22
“The constitutional amendment recognizing the right of the

people to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife subject to laws that

promote wildlife conservation.” 

Proposition 7 – SJR 5
“The constitutional amendment dedicating certain sales and

use tax revenue and motor vehicle sales, use, and rental tax

revenue to the state highway fund to provide funding for

nontolled roads and the reduction of certain transportation-

related debt.”

Early voting will begin October 19 and continue through

October 30, 2015.  North Richland Hills residents may vote

at any Tarrant County early voting polling location.  The

location in North Richland Hills is the Dan Echols Center,

6801 Glenview Drive.  A complete list of early voting

locations and hours, ballot language and explanatory

statements can be found at www.tarrantcounty.com/evote.    

November Election Includes 7 State Propositions

R

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday, September 26, 2015

$20 per person

www.nrhtx.com/BeachBash
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treets are a vital part of the city’s infrastructure

supporting our residents, businesses, public

safety, recreation and ultimately the economic

vitality of the community. The City of North Richland

Hills makes significant investments in maintaining and

improving our streets on an annual basis. 

Street Maintenance
Approximately 30 to 40 residential streets are

improved each year through the annual Preventive Street

Maintenance Program. This program includes asphalt

overlays and other treatments that help extend the life of

our residential streets beyond the normal 20 years.  Streets

are selected for maintenance based on their condition

rating, the rate of pavement

deterioration, results of the

citizen’s survey and available

budget. Between $800,000 and

$1,000,000 is budgeted for the

Preventive Street Maintenance

Program annually. The following

preventive street maintenance

work will take place this fall and

winter: 

n Asphalt overlays on 7 streets.
This consists of applying a 2

to 3 inch layer of hot mix

asphalt on the street to

improve the driving surface

and extend the pavement life.

n Slurry seal applied to 23
streets. Slurry seal is a

mixture of oil and crushed

rock. When the mixture is

applied it bonds to the

pavement, sealing the street

and increasing skid

resistance.

n Crack seal treatment applied to 23 streets. This
consists of sealing the cracks in the pavement to

prevent moisture from penetrating into the base and

subgrade material.

These streets are shown on the map on page 5.

Residents will receive notification from the city prior to

any work on their street. 

In addition to the annual Preventive Street

Maintenance Program, the following street improvement

projects will begin in the near future: 

Rufe Snow Drive, south of Loop 820
Rufe Snow Drive will be widened with right‐turn lanes

and improved signalization. This section will transition the

existing four‐lane section at Karen to the wider section at

the Loop 820 frontage road with concrete pavement,

sidewalks and new street lights. The city plans to begin

work as soon as AT&T completes their relocations, with

construction anticipated to begin in late 2015.  Roadway

construction is expected to take 7 months.

Rufe Snow Drive, north of Mid-Cities Boulevard
This project to widen the existing 5-lane roadway to 7

lanes is in the process of receiving final approval from

TxDOT. The street will be reconstructed with concrete

pavement, sidewalks and signalization improvements. The

project will be awarded this fall, with construction

anticipated to begin as soon as spring 2016. Franchise

utility relocations are currently

underway in preparation for the

roadway project. Roadway

construction is expected to take 22

months.

Smithfield Road, from Davis
to Mid-Cities

The Smithfield project

consists of realigning a portion of

Smithfield Road so that it

connects directly to Bridge Street

at Davis Boulevard in accordance

with the city’s Master

Thoroughfare Plan. In addition,

the Smithfield Road pavement will

be widened from the new

connection at Davis Boulevard to

a point just north of Mid-Cities

Boulevard.  The project also

includes the modification of two

signalized intersections to

accommodate the new Smithfield

configuration, along with

continuous sidewalks and a drainage system.  Right-of-

way acquisition is currently underway, with construction

anticipated to begin in early 2016.

Davis Boulevard at Mid-Cities Boulevard
The project at the Davis Boulevard and Mid-Cities

Boulevard intersection consists of adding additional right

and left turn lanes, as well as signalization improvements.

Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin summer of

2016.

Questions, comments and concerns about North

Richland Hills streets may be directed to the Public Works

Department at 817-427-6400.

S
NRH Investing in Street Infrastructure
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Asphalt Overlay Projects
Shannon Ln, 7900
Bonzer St, 3600
Rogene St, 3700
Mary Dr, 7620-7700
Maple Dr, 7500-7536
College Cir S, 7300-7400
Redondo St, 4500-4732

Slurry Seal Projects
Dawn Dr, 3700-3712
Riverview Dr, 4600
Meadow Lakes Ct, 6500
Pebble Ct, 4900
Dory Ct, 4900
Cylinda Sue Cir, 4500-6700
Georgia Ave, 6700
Oliver Dr, 6700
Delta Ct, 4900
Tamra Ct, 4900
Cancun Dr, 5600-5700
Timberlane Ct, 8200
Kingswood Ct, 7500
Acts Ct, 7500
Teakwood Ct, 7500
Brockwood Ct, 7500
Brentwood Ct, 7500
Wentwood Ct, 7500
Meadow Park Blvd, 7100
Caracas Dr, 5600-5700
Spring Meadow Dr, 5500
Acapulco Dr, 5700-5800
Daniel Dr, 7800

Crack Seal Projects
Glenann Dr, 8400
Steeplewood Dr, 5800-5900
Chilton Dr, 6500-6600
Collard Ct, 6500
Colorado Blvd, 4800-5000
Eden Rd, 7000-7109
Eldorado Dr, 4800-5000
Nevada Trl, 4800-5000
Daley Ave, 4000-4100
Rogene St, 3600
Clark St, 7800-8000
Lariat Trl, 4400-4720
Southmoor Ct, 8500
Tanglewood Ct, 8800
Ridge Run Dr, 8500
Kensington Ct, 8500
Kensington Ln, 8600
Grand View Dr, 8200-8400
Parkdale Dr, 8400
Peachtree Trl, 7500
Orchard Ct, 7500
Willowcrest Dr, 3300-3500
Emerald Hills Way, 8300-8500

Street Reconstruction Projects 
Rufe Snow Drive, south of Loop 820
Rufe Snow Drive, north of Mid-Cities
Smithfield Road, from Mid-Cities to Davis
Davis Boulevard and Mid-Cities intersection

2015-2016 Street Projects
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wo new department directors have joined the

City of North Richland Hills team in recent

months. 

Kent Austin is our new Finance Director overseeing

the Accounting, Purchasing and Utility Customer Service

Divisions. Mr. Austin comes to us with over 25 years of

municipal experience, with the majority of that time spent

in University Park, Texas.  He holds a Bachelor in

Business Administration from University of Nebraska-

Omaha, a Master in Public Administration from

University of Kansas and a Master in Business

Administration from University of Dallas.  In addition to

Mr. Austin’s educational accomplishments, he has

published numerous financial related articles and been a

presenter at multiple professional conferences.  He has

broad professional and technical experience in accounting,

budgeting, capital projects, debt financial reporting,

investments and treasury management.  He replaces Larry

Koonce who retired earlier this year, after 19 years of

service. 

Stefanie Martinez is our new Director of

Neighborhood Services overseeing the Code Compliance,

Consumer Health and Environmental Resources Divisions.

Ms. Martinez brings with her more than 16 years of

municipal experience, most recently as a Code

Enforcement Superintendent with the City of Fort Worth.

She started her career in Forth Worth, working her way up

from Code Enforcement Officer to Code Enforcement

Supervisor then to Superintendent where she supervised

up to 25 employees and managed a budget of over $2

million. She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from

Texas Wesleyan University, and is a graduate of Fort

Worth’s Executive Leadership Development Program. 

T
NRH Welcomes Two New Department Directors

Programs Enhance Crime Prevention Efforts
n continued partnership with the community to

enhance crime prevention efforts, the North

Richland Hills Police Department encourages

residents to participate in the following programs and

initiatives:

National Night Out
National Night Out will be held on Tuesday,

October 6, 2015. This annual event brings

together citizens, law enforcement agencies,

local officials and businesses to increase

anti-crime awareness and strengthen

community partnerships. Residents are

encouraged to turn on their porch lights and

gather with their neighbors to show unity

against criminal activity. Please call the Police

Department Community Services Section at 817-

427- 7021 or visit www.nrhtx.com/NNO to register

your neighborhood event by October 1.

Exchange Zone
In response to the growing popularity of e-commerce

and potential scams or threats associated with online

transactions, the Police Department recently implemented

an initiative known as the Exchange Zone.  The Exchange

Zone includes two clearly marked parking spaces in front

of the Police Department at 7301 NE Loop 820 where

online buyers and sellers can feel more secure in their

face-to-face transactions. In addition, the location also

provides a mutual place for civil exchanges, such as

child custody visitation, to lessen the potential for

problems between the parties. The Police

Department encourages citizens to consider

safer options, such as the Exchange Zone,

when arranging a location to conduct e-

commerce style transactions.

Neighborhood Eyes
The Police Department is seeking

assistance from business owners and residents

who have security camera systems. A new

program, Neighborhood Eyes, offers surveillance

system owners the opportunity to register the

location and capabilities of their cameras with police.

Through the Neighborhood Eyes program, detectives will

know where registered participants have camera systems

that may aid in an investigation. This is a voluntary

registry; the Police Department will not proactively take

control of or access the cameras. Register or get more

information at www.nrhtx.com/NeighborhoodEyes. 

I

Kent Austin
Finance Director

Stefanie Martinez 
Neighborhood Services Director



Fall Happenings in North Richland Hills
he North Richland Hills Parks & Recreation

Department has numerous cultural and special

event opportunities coming soon. This fall, NRH

will present many family-themed events that will feature

innovative programming, the brightest musical and artistic

talent and community activities for everyone. They

include:

n Soundbites Lunchtime Music Series on September
25 at 12:00 p.m. at The Venue Shopping Center, 

6021 Walker Blvd.; 

n ‘Round the Town with Oscar, final ride for 2015,
October 8 at 5:45 p.m. at Cross Timbers Park, 7680

Douglas Lane;

n NRH Road Runner 5k on October 10 at 7:00 a.m. at
Green Valley Park, 7701 Smithfield Road; 

n Hoot n’ Howl on October 24 from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. at
Green Valley Park, 7701 Smithfield Road; 

n Veterans Day Celebration on November 11 at 
11:00 a.m. at Liberty Park, 5825 Holiday Lane; 

n NRH Pop Up Art Gallery, November 13-14 at The
Venue Shopping Center, 6021 Walker Blvd. #121.  A

call for artists will take place October 5 - 29 at

www.nrhtx.com/popupgallery; 

n Run Run Rudolph 5K Fun Run/Walk on December

5 at 3:00 p.m. at NRH2O Family Water Park, 9001

Boulevard 26.

n Night of Holiday Magic on December 5 from 4:00-

8:00 p.m. at NRH2O Family Water Park, 9001

Boulevard 26.

Volunteer opportunities are available at each event. Please

contact us if interested. You can find more details about

each of these events at www.nrhtx.com/parks or by calling

817-427-6620.

T
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Annual Veterans Day Celebration takes place at Liberty Park.
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September
14   City Council Meeting
14   Teen Court
17   Planning & Zoning Commission
17   Library Board
21   Teen Court
21   Fall Concert Series, Library
22   Citizens Civic Academy
24   CPR Class
25   Sounds Bites Lunchtime Music Series
26   Prescription Drug Collection Event
26   NRH2O Doggie Beach Bash
28   City Council Meeting
28   Teen Court
29   Citizens Civic Academy

October
1   Planning & Zoning Commission
2   Parents Night Out, NRH Centre
3   Trash Bash 
5   Teen Court
5   City Council / Park & Recreation 

Board Joint Work Session
6   National Night Out
6   Citizens Civic Academy
7   Outdoor Warning Sirens Test
8   ‘Round the Town with Oscar 
9   Book Sale Preview, Library

10, 12   Annual Book Sale, Library 
10   NRH Road Runner 5K
12   City Council Meeting
14   Youth Advisory Committee
15   Planning & Zoning Commission
15   Library Board
17   Fall Clean Up / Bulky Item Drop Off

19-30   Early Voting for General Election
19   Teen Court
19   Fall Concert Series, Library
20   Keep NRH Beautiful Commission
24   Neighborhood Initiative Fix-It-Blitz
24   CPR Class
24   Hoot 'n Howl
26   City Council Meeting
26   Teen Court

November
1   Daylight Savings Time Ends – Fall Back
2   Teen Court
3   Election Day
4   Outdoor Warning Sirens Test
5   Planning & Zoning Commission
9   City Council Meeting
9   Teen Court

11   Veteran’s Day Celebration
11   Youth Advisory Committee
12   CPR Class

14   Northeast Recycles Day Flea Market
16   Fall Concert Series, Library
19   Planning & Zoning Commission
19   Library Board
23   City Council Meeting
26   Thanksgiving Day – City Holiday
27   City Holiday

December
2   Outdoor Warning Sirens Test
2,3   Christmas Tree Decorating, Library
3   Planning & Zoning Commission
4,5   Annual Apron Celebration, Library
5   Run Run Rudolph 5K 
5   Night of Holiday Magic
5   CPR Class
7   Park & Recreation Board
7   Teen Court
9   Youth Advisory Committee

10   Business Appreciation Luncheon 
14   City Council Meeting

City Council

Mayor Oscar Trevino

Mayor Pro Tem David Whitson

Tito Rodriguez

Rita Wright Oujesky

Tom Lombard

Tim Barth

Scott Turnage

Tim Welch

City Manager’s Office 
Mark Hindman, City Manager

Karen Bostic, Assistant City Manager

Paulette Hartman, Assistant City Manager

Jimmy Perdue, Director of Public Safety

Mike Curtis, Managing Director 

Stay Connected 
817-427-6000

www.nrhtx.com

www.facebook.com/NRHCityHall

www.twitter.com/CityofNRH

Calendar of Meetings & Special Events
For more information, please visit www.nrhtx.com or call 817-427-6000.

City of North Richland Hills


